
Urbanization refers to general increase in
population and the amount of
industrialization of a settlement. It

includes increase in the number and extent of cities.
It symbolizes the movement of people from rural
to urban areas. Urbanization happens because of
the increase in the extent and density of urban
areas. The density of population in urban areas
increases because of the migration of people from
less industrialized regions to more industrialized
areas. For instance, urban areas are the major
sources of anthropogenic carbon dioxide
emissions from the burning of fossil fuels for
heating and cooling; from industrial processes;
transportation of people and goods, and so forth.
Svirejeva-Hopkins et al. (2004) suggest that more
than 90 per cent of anthropogenic carbon
emissions are generated in cities. The clearing of
land for cities and roads, and the demand for goods
and resources by urban residents, both

historically and today, are the major drivers of
regional land use change, such as deforestation,
which has reduced the magnitude of global carbon
sinks. These problems are very complex and their
interactions are hard to define. It is very important
to examine problems trough the social-economic-
cultural system. Even the interconnections
between environmental problems are now better
known, we still lack exact information on how the
issues are linked, on what degree they interact
and what are the most effective measures. One
problem is to integrate land- and water use
planning to provide food and water security
(UNEP, 1999).
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SUMMARY : Urbanization refers to general increase in population and the amount of industrialization of a
settlement. It includes increase in the number and extent of cities. It symbolizes the movement of people from
rural to urban areas. Urbanization happens because of the increase in the extent and density of urban areas.
Urbanization is a process that leads to the growth of cities due to industrialization and economic development,
and that leads to urban- specific changes in specialization, labor division and human behaviors. The population
is growing at the rate of about 17 million annually which means a staggering 45,000 births per day and 31 births
per minutes. If the current trend continues, by the year 2050, India would have 1620 million populations. Due
to uncontrolled urbanization in India, environmental degradation has been occurring very rapidly and causing
many problems like shortages of housing, worsening water quality, excessive air pollution, noise, dust and heat,
and the problems of disposal of solid wastes and hazardous wastes. Due to uncontrolled urbanization in India,
environmental degradation has been occurring very rapidly and causing many problems like land insecurity,
worsening water quality, excessive air pollution, noise and the problems of waste disposal. This paper emphasizes
on the effect of urbanization on environmental components mainly climate, biosphere, land and water resources.
Although it is impossible to restrict urbanization it has to be ensured that urbanization proceeds in the right path
causing minimum impact on environment.
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